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U.S. Wood Packing Material CTPAT Requirement

Siemens Energy, Inc. is a CTPAT (Customs Trade Partnership Against Terrorism) certified company, category Tier III, and as such it needs to comply with the CTPAT program requirements. 

As part of the CTPAT Agricultural Security pillar, which aims to prevent the introduction of invasive pests into the U.S. supply, all wood packaging must be properly ISPM-15 stamped according to the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) standards, and be pest free for entry into the U.S.

The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) standard calls for Wood Packaging Material (WPM) to be either heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide in accordance with the guidelines and marked with an approved international mark certifying that treatment. 

A unique graphic symbol, where XX would be replaced by the country code, 000 by the producer number, and YY is the treatment type (HT or MB): 


                              [image: ISPM#15 – The Stamp is Not Effective as a Clue to Whether Wood Packaging is  Pest-Free – Center for Invasive Species Prevention]




CTPAT members are required to ensure wood packaging material (WPM) used in shipments imported into the U.S. is sourced from providers accredited and approved by local National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPO). In this regard, Siemens Energy, Inc. vendors should ensure to conduct the following steps:

1.) Ensure wood packing material providers “must” be registered and accredited by a National Plant Protect Organization (NPPO) or an organization that has been officially designated by the NPPO for that purpose. To this end, a list of country contacts is available by the following link:

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/all/contactpoints/

2.) Require certificates of phytosanitary treatment from wood suppliers.

3.) Inspect WPM prior to packing or upon arrival at the vendor facility, whenever vendor has ownership of packing. The attached “CBP WPM Inspection Checklist” brings main points to be checked during a rapid visual inspection for compliance with WPM requirements. 




4.) Notify their country NPPO contact on non-compliant wood packing material suppliers.
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Wood Packaging Material 
Rapid Visual Checklist


Use the questions below to check wood packaging material 
(WPM) compliance before shipment to the United States.


IPPC ISPM-15 
MARKING


Are all WPM stamped with International 
Plant Protection Convention ISPM-15 
marks that are easily visible?


1


2


MATERIAL 
CONSISTENCY


Is all the same wood used 
throughout? Or, are each of the 
different parts marked and compliant? 
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DEBARKED
Is all bark removed from the WPM?4


NO LIVE 
PESTS


Have you checked for holes, tunnels, 
channels, or loose or compacted sawdust 
in or on the WPM? This could indicate the 
presence of live pests.   
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Please check the box if shipment is compliant


STAMP 
COMPLIANCE



Are all stamps in a valid ISPM-15 format? 
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